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Q1. 
Mama is a typical African-American lady who resides in the Deep South. Her character trait involves being practical and simple while working hard to meet the needs of her family in a small house. Though she has never been to a school, she is determined to educate her daughter and she is optimistic that one day the sun shall shine. From the story, mama says “Sometimes I dream a dream in which Dee and I are suddenly brought together on a TV program of this sort.” She is also a resilient woman. For example, she suffers from emotional and physical scars as a result of the hard times but this is nothing to deter her from hard work. Mama is loving too and ready to make the ends meet despite the challenges she faces.
Q2. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dee is one of the daughters of mama. She is sisters to Maggie. I feel that Dee is selfish and she is yet to realize where she has come from. Dee is somehow disrespectful, cold and demonstrates despotic behavior. Mama feels that Dee is lazy, undedicated and behaves in a ridiculous and funny way. According to Mama, Dee behaves like a weak animal that has been run over but not dead. For example, in the story, she decides to take the quits which are significant and use them alone. She needs to be appreciative of her past instead something she seems to have neglected which is wrong. Form the story, her selfish behavior is seen from the beginning of the reading and the character traits repeat itself throughout the story. I sincerely sympathize with her desire to improve. She is a character who is both mentally and physically retarded and she needs to correct it and embrace her past. I also mad at her because she is yet to understand herself. Her uncouth characters lead her in the wrong direction. 
Q3. 
The quilt is key for mama. Made from pieces of clothes by the ancestors, mama feels that the quit is something unique that should be treasured. They represent the memorabilia and other events of the civil war. They also connect her to the past. According to mama, the quilt is the only symbolic feature she got which can connect her to her ancestors (culture) and more so to the black heritage.
Q4.
In both stories, the mothers are in conflict on how to raise their daughters given that they in humble backgrounds. Motherhood is hard in the stories and mostly shapes the characters of their daughters who are yet to accept where they have come from. Dee is Maggie’s younger sister. Dee has good intentions for Maggie. For example in the story, she tries to open her eyes with pieces of advice whereas Maggie is shy. They both engage each other which is critical in impacting one another’s life. In Olsen’s story “I Stand Here Ironing”, Susan and Emily have an uneasy relationship. This is evident from the threat of conscious monologue. The mother is powerless over the daughter and parenting is gradually getting out of hand. The daughter is not at ease when with the siblings and her mother describes Emily as a lady who does not laugh or smile easily. 
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